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Who we are:

Rose of Sharon Services for Young Mothers is a not-for-profit, charitable organization providing support and educational services to pregnant and parenting young women under the age of 25 across York Region.
What we do:
Since 1985, we have given young mothers the opportunity to work towards their goals in a supportive, learning-centered environment while parenting their young children. With the generous support of our community, we are able to enhance the lives of young women and their families. We are the only agency providing these services in the region and the need for our services continues to grow each year.
Our Mission:

Rooted in our belief in the importance of human dignity, we are dedicated to empowering young mothers to create opportunities for themselves and their children and to build healthy relationships in the community.
Our Philosophy: 
We endeavor to provide opportunities which will enable young mothers and their children to reach full potential in the areas of social, emotional, intellectual, physical and spiritual growth. We respect the dignity of each person as reflected in the diversity of gender, religion, culture, race, color, national origin and personality. We believe that individuals receiving support from a caring, loving community will recognize the good in themselves and, ultimately, use that goodness for their own well-being and that of their children. Inspired by the example of Good Shepherd and based on Catholic values, we believe that each individual is precious and unique.

Choosing an event:
Your fundraising idea all depends on your own specific interests and goals and also the group of people you work with. For example, you may want to host a small event for immediate family and friends. Or you may want to take on a bigger project with a large team of co-workers or students.

Here are just a few ideas:

· Host a baby shower for a friend or family member that is expecting and ask attendees to make a small donation
· Host a special dinner or barbeque at your home and ask friends and family members to make a donation in lieu of a host/ess gift

· Organize a charity sporting event in your community. It could be a hockey, tennis or golf tournament or even a bowling tournament which is a great option to get children involved!

· Arrange a “dress down day” or “jeans day” or “crazy hat day” in your place of work and ask for donations from those who participate

· Organize a neighborhood garage or bake sale

· Plan a talent show at your work or kids’ school and donate all ticket proceeds to Rose of Sharon

· Make your next birthday or holiday celebration extra special. Ask loved ones to make a donation to Rose of Sharon instead of getting a gift for you.

Organizing your event:
Your event can be small and require minimal preparation, such as making a meal and inviting your friends and family over. If you choose to host something bigger, here are some basic steps to get you on your way:
· Call around to your friends and family. Tell them your idea and ask them if they’d like to help out.

· Once you have your desired number of volunteers. Arrange a meeting and brainstorm ideas. Make sure you write everything down – it’s all valuable information to have. Once a date and plan has been put into place, assign specific roles to each member.

· Contact us at Rose of Sharon about your event.

· If you’re planning to host your event at your workplace or child’s school, check to see if they have a matching gift program. You will also need to get approval to host the event with them as well.

· The most important thing is to have a great time and celebrate your success! No matter how big or small an event, all donations help us in our mission – so thank you!

Sponsorships and publicity:

Sponsorship:

A sponsor might be someone who supports you in a marathon. It could also be a local company who wishes to sponsor your community event with a big donation. To accept corporate sponsors we advise you contact us to make sure that all guidelines are met. 

Publicity:

Local newspapers and radio stations may be interested in covering your event – especially if it’s for a good cause! Put together a press release or call them directly. They will let you know what information they require. We will also post your event up on our website. Make sure you take pictures. We can feature you and your event in our newsletter!
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